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G reetings!  A good number of Massa-

chusetts Clerks attended the New 

England Association of City and Town 

Clerks (NEACTC) conference last week in 

beautiful Woodstock, VT.  The Vermont 

Clerks put on a great conference, which 

included stimulating education sessions, 

good food, and a tour of Billings 

Farm.  Many of us had a chance to recon-

nect with NEMCI classmates and enjoy 

fellowship with our Clerks friends from 

around New England.   

 
Congratulations to MTCA Treasurer Bob 

Cutler who was sworn in as NEACTC 

President!  Bob and the NEACTC 2016 

conference committee are busy preparing 

to host the New England conference in 

Boston next year.  Please mark your calen-

dars, the conference will be held November 

15th – 17th 2016 (Tuesday – Thursday), at 

the Omni Parker House in Boston. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Legislative Committee and Lobbyist 

continue to monitor legislation that will 

impact Clerks.  The Public Records Bill 

was reported out of Ways & Means and 

will be debated on the House floor very 

shortly.  We have successfully influenced 

changes to this Bill which will make it eas-

ier to implement.  As I previously men-

tioned, this Bill has extremely strong sup-

port from a variety of sources.  Simply op-

posing this legislation was not a viable op-

tion.  Like it or not, updates to the Public 

Records Law are needed, working behind 

the scenes to effect practical changes was 

our best option.  
 

Early Voting is now less than 1 year 

away.  The Secretary of the Common-

wealth is developing early voting regula-

tions.  Many Clerks are waiting for this 

information as they finalize their FY17 

budget requests.  I have spoken with Mi-

chelle Tassinari several  times regarding 

progress on draft regulations.  Their goal is 

to simplify the process as much as possi-

ble.  Because early voting is in addition to 

absentee voting (a constitutional right), the 

intent is mirror the procedures wherever 

possible.  As you prepare your FY17 budg-

ets, I would suggest you include the costs 

of using election workers to assist during 

the early voting period (10 days).  Keep in 

mind, you are not required to have a police 

officer present or hire election work-

ers.  We are obligated to offer early voting 

during regular hours, if you choose to offer 

additional evening or weekend hours, 

budget accordingly.   
Continued on Page 2 

NEACTC President Bob Cutler be-

ing sworn in by VT Secretary of 

State  
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 Congratulations on successfully conducting an-

other election. MTCA Clerks do such a seem-

ingly transparent, yet incredible job running elec-

tions that it is so often taken for granted. To be 

certain, this is a story that association leadership, 

your legislative committee and I convey to legis-

lative leaders on Beacon Hill. 

 
In addition to the number of municipal offices 

filled, the Legislature saw three of its members 

elected to new positions. Representative Michael 

Brady (D) of Brocton ran a successful campaign 

to win the Senate seat vacated due to the death of 

former Senator Thomas Kennedy. Also, Republi-

can Senator Robert Hedlund defeated the incum-

bent Mayor of Weymouth to fill that position 

while Representative Stephen DiNatale (D) of 

Fitchburg was the victor in that mayoral election. 

The soon to be open House seats will see primary 

elections in March concurring with the Common-

wealth’s Presidential primary. 

 
Although the legislature has been busy conduct-

ing numerous public hearings on a whole host of 

issues since I reported last, a handful of major 

bills have been sent to the Governor and signed. 

Perhaps, most importantly, is a final supplemental 

budget to close the books for last year. Impor-

tantly, although heavily lobbied, there was no 

language included for the creation of a secure vi-

tal records trust fund to be funded via fees to be 

collected by Clerks. This may be seen as a set-

back for the Department of Public Health that you 

will recall as recently as your meeting at Sea 

Crest, representatives were instructing you on its 

forthcoming administration. 

 
A few weeks ago, the Joint Committee on Elec-

tion Laws heard two MTCA legislative proposals. 

I was pleased to testify on House Bill 583 and 

House Bill 584 dealing with voter status, and a 

change in the primary date for statewide elec-

tions. Although no significant bills have yet to be 

reported by this Committee I will let you know 

the moment any bills move. 

 
It is widely expected that this week the House 

Ways & Means Committee will finalize the pub-

lic records bill and report it to the House for con-

sideration. We have proposed a few minor 

changes that will make it easier to administer the 

bill should it become law. Comparatively, the 

Mass Municipal Association and some other or-

ganizations such as the ACLU have taken very 

hard line positions on the proposal. Interestingly, 

the Secretary of the Commonwealth, while urging 

passage of the bill, has at the same time initiated 

a state ballot referendum on the subject. If the 

question is to appear on the ballot approximately 

64,000 additional signatures must be filed by 

close of business Wednesday. 

 
I will update you as things unfold this week. In 

the meantime, I wish you and your families a 

very happy and meaningful Thanksgiving, par-

ticularly in light of the most recent horrific trag-

edy in Paris. 

 

President’s Report cont. 

 
I foresee early voting to be absentee voting on 

steroids.  The predictions are that we will see the 

highest volume during the last few days.  Once 

the regulations are finalized, we will request a full 

review by the State Auditor to determine if a 

mandate exists. 

 
As we get ready to celebrate Thanksgiving , I 

hope all of you thoroughly enjoy time spent with 

family and friends along with a little extra time 

off from work.   

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Andy – 

 

BEACON HILL REPORT 

by Thomas Joyce, Esq. 
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MTCA CERTIFICATION EXAM (CMMC) IN JANUARY  

The MTCA examination for Certified Massachu-

setts Municipal Clerk (CMMC) designation will 

be offered in January.  Applications must be re-

ceived by Administrator Barbara LaBombard by 

DECEMBER 15th for the January exam, which 

will be mailed between January 1st and January 

7th. 

 
Applicants must have at least three years experi-

ence as Town Clerk and must complete a mini-

mum of six required courses sponsored by the 

MTCA. 

 
The Administrator will verify the courses through 

the Education Committee.  More information is 

available in the certification program brochure. 

 
Completed exams must be postmarked no later 

than February 10th for the January exam.  Appli-

cants are strongly urged to return the completed 

answer sheets by certified mail, return receipt re-

quested. 

 

Applicants will be notified by mail of the results 

of their exams by March 1st.  A copy of the notifi-

cation must be submitted with the application for 

MTCA certification.  The notification of success-

ful completion of the exam will be valid for one 

year and will have an expiration date printed on 

it.  If an applicant is not certified within one year, 

the test must be repeated. 

 
The passing score for the exam is 80.  Applicants 

are advised that they will need access to an up-

dated copy of the Massachusetts General Laws to 

complete the exam successfully. 

 
A non-refundable fee of $50.00, made payable to 

the MTCA, must be submitted with the applica-

tion.  This examination is offered twice yearly – 

during the months of January and July.  Applica-

tion forms for the examination are available at all 

MTCA conferences and from the administrator, 

Barbara LaBombard - 

(cityclerk@easthampton.org) or by calling 413-

529-1460. 

OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN & POLITICAL FINANCE 

Forms are now easier to find on the 

OCPF website 
 

We have created a “Clerks” tab at the top of our 

website as a direct link to our Municipal Clerk 

Support page, to make it easier for local election 

officials to get our guides and forms.  

 

Forms are now just two easy clicks away.  

On the same support page, you’ll also find a tuto-

rial for newly elected or appointed clerks. The six

-minute video is designed for new clerks, but it 

might also be a helpful refresher for veteran mu-

nicipal election officials.  Click here for the tuto-

rial.  

Use of R6 by Local Candidates 

 
About 50 local candidates have already registered 

with OCPF for R6, our online reporting system.   
 

If you’re an elected clerk and you want to register 

for R6, please send your M101 form to Jason Tait 

at jtait@cpf.state.ma.us or by fax to 617-727-

6549.  We also ask that you encourage local can-

didates to register for R6 before the 2016 town 

elections. 

Candidates can use R6 to create, print, sign and 

file their reports with your office. Click here for a 

tutorial on how local candidates can use R6.  

mailto:cityclerk@easthampton.org
http://www.ocpf.us/Home/MuniClerkSupport#tabInformation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtxK5O2iuQM
mailto:jtait@cpf.state.ma.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcCRKQ9-48g
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CERTIFIED & MASTER MUNICIPAL CLERKS 

The following individual has earned the prestig-

ious Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) designa-

tion from the International Institute of Municipal 

Clerks (IIMC): 

Valerie Fox, CMC - Deputy Town Clerk - 

Town of Lincoln, MA 

The CMC designation program is designed to en-

hance the job performance of the Clerk in small 

and large municipalities. To earn the CMC desig-

nation, a Municipal Clerk must attend extensive 

education programs. The designation also re-

quires pertinent experience in a municipality. The 

program prepares the participants to meet the 

challenges of the complex role of the municipal 

clerks by providing them with quality education 

in partnership with 47 institutions of higher learn-

ing. The program has been in existence since 

1970 and has helped thousands of clerks in vari-

ous municipalities. 

Founded in 1947, IIMC is a professional associa-

tion with more than 10,000 members in the US, 

Canada and 15 other countries. IIMC’s primary 

goal is to actively promote the continuing educa-

tion and professional development of municipal 

clerks through extensive education programs, cer-

tification, recertification, publications, network-

ing, annual conferences and research. IIMC also 

engages in municipal research administration, 

enhances critical professional skill development 

and fosters a spirit of mutual assistance and good 

fellowship among municipal clerks around the 

globe. IIMC is governed by a 26-member Board 

of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

The following individual has earned the prestig-

ious Master Municipal Clerk (MMC) designation 

from the International Institute of Municipal 

Clerks (IIMC): 

Danielle M. Sicard, MMC - Town Clerk - 

Town of Norton, MA 

The MMC is one of the two professional designa-

tions granted by IIMC. To qualify for entrance 

into the Master Municipal Clerk Academy 

(MMCA), which prepares participants for achiev-

ing the MMC status, one must have earned the 

CMC designation. To earn the CMC designation, 

a Municipal Clerk must attend extensive educa-

tion programs. The designation also requires per-

tinent experience in a municipality. The program 

prepares the participants to meet the challenges of 

the complex role of the Municipal Clerk by pro-

viding them with quality education in partnership 

with 47 institutions of higher learning. 

The MMCA is an advanced continuing education 

program that prepares participants to perform 

more complex municipal duties. The program has 

an extensive and rigorous educational component, 

a professional and social contributions compo-

nent, and a commitment to lifelong learning. The 

Academy members must demonstrate that they 

have actively pursued educational and profes-

sional activities and have remained informed of 

current socio-political, cultural, and economic 

issues that affect local governments and munici-

palities. 

For more information please visit our website at 

www.iimc.com or contact us at hq@iimc.com or 

909-944-4162. 

 

 

 

http://www.iimc.com
mailto:%20hq@iimc.com
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From left to right:  Jeremy Gillis, MTCA First Vice-President; Marie Ryan, MTCA Second Vice-President; Danielle Sicard, 

MTCA Secretary;  Joseph Powers, Wellfleet Town Clerk; Bob Cutler, MTCA Treasurer & NEACTC President; Andy Dowd, 

MTCA President; and Elizabeth Greendale, MTCA E-board member.   

Jeremy Gillis, Easton Town Clerk and his new friend Elsie at Billings Farm in 

Woodstock, VT 
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KING INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
3 Edgewater Drive   Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 762-6477 

www.kinginfosystems.com 

kinginfosystems@verizon.net     
 

We are a 43 year old Records Management 

company specializing in organizing archival 

records for cities and towns.  For a FREE 

informational package with references and 

testimonial letters, call or e-mail us.  Ask for 

Linda or Carol. 
 

mailto:kinginfosystems@verizon.net
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UPCOMING 

MTCA  

CONFERENCES 

 
 

MTCA WINTER CONFERENCE 

FEBRUARY 3-5, 2016 

DEVENS COMMON CENTER 

DEVENS, MA 

 

MTCA SUMMER CONFERENCE 

JUNE 15-17, 2016 

RADISSON HOTEL 

PLYMOUTH, MA 
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The Public Recorder is published monthly August 

to June by the Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Asso-

ciation for its membership. 

 
Closing date for copy submission is the FIRST 

DAY of each month.  All news, notes, clippings, 

meeting notices, and address corrections should be 

sent to Editor Nancy E. Burnham, 584 Main Street, 

Athol MA 01331 

 

Phone:  978-249-4551 

Email:  townclerk@townofathol.org 
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