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W ell, all my Clerk friends, it has been an adventure for my first six months 
as President!  First I want to thank everyone for their support and for all 

the volunteering that we all do to help each other.  I know all of us are so busy in 
our own offices as well as in our personal lives but we ALL take the time to help 
whenever someone is in need  of assistance and that makes me so proud to be 
part of this Association.    So, again THANK YOU ALL! 
 
The Executive Board has been busy working on cleaning up the wording in the 
By-laws, update the new software and getting ready for the next conference.  
The Education Committee has some great and very useful classes planned for 
February so I hope you can all attend.  The Mentoring Committee has also been 
hard at work preparing for the next classes in January.  These classes will be held 
in Franklin and Great Barrington both having the topic of Elections.  Hopefully 
they will be helpful, especially to those newer clerks but also seasoned ones too. 
 
Not too much to report in my short six months of watching over us all but I am 
honored to be in this position and if there is ever anything I can do to help you, 
please give me a call.  Hope to see you all February 7-9, 2018 in Devens and 
Happy Holidays to you all! 
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The Massachusetts Legislature concluded the 
2017 formal sessions the third Wednesday in No-
vember, and will meet twice weekly in informal 
sessions until January. During these informal ses-
sions, the House and Senate can take actions on 
bills, including enactment, as long as there is no 
objection. 
 
Unfortunately, I need to report that notwithstand-
ing the conclusion of formal sessions there has 
been tremendous political turmoil and intrigue 
over the last ten days. After shocking news broke 
alleging improprieties by the spouse of Senate 
President Stanley Rosenberg, Stan voluntarily 
resigned his role as President, and after ten hours 
of a legislative caucus, Senate Majority Leader 
Harriet L. Chandler of Worcester was unanimous-
ly elected as Acting President. 
  
The Senate then instructed their Ethics Commit-
tee to undertake an investigation taking the un-
precedented step of hiring an outside investigator 
to look into the matter. To be sure, this has put a 
dark cloud over the golden dome on Beacon Hill. 
Furthermore, not less than four Senators have tak-
en the unusual step to announce their campaigns 
to be elected Senate President if Senator Rosen-
berg is not reelected to that post at the conclusion 
of the investigation. I should probably note that 
Attorney General Maura Healey and Suffolk 
County District Attorney Dan Conley have re-
portedly launched their own criminal investiga-
tions into Senator Rosenberg’s spouse. 
 
On a much brighter note, just last week, Auditor 
Bump has announced the beginning of her reelec-
tion campaign. She has been a good friend of the 
Association, always willing to discuss our con-
cerns.  
 
Also last week, in the special Senate election to 
replace former Senator Jennifer Flanagan, repub-
lican Fitchburg City Councilor Dean Tran won 
the special election besting the democratic candi-
date by more than 600 votes. When he is sworn in 
by Governor Charlie Baker the Senate will have 

seven republicans. Coincidentally, Representative 
elect Tran is the first Vietnamese American Sena-
tor in Massachusetts history, having fled Vietnam 
as a child. 
 
On the legislative front, most joint committees 
including the Election Laws committee have 
heard all bills in their respective committees and 
by rule must report on them by the first Wednes-
day in February. I am working hard to ensure that 
any bills enacted by the legislature are in our in-
terest and include matters important to the 
MTCA.  
 
As reported before, Governor Charlie Baker has 
for the second time this year vetoed legislation 
creating Community Investment Districts. As 
passed, the proposed law would require Clerks to 
investigate and report on matters not within your 
purview. 
 
With voter registration being actively discussed 
in the legislature, you may note that the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court has agreed to 
hear a case where the 20-day election registration 
cutoff has been held illegal by a lower court.  
 
I will keep you updated as public policy issues 
progress. I wish all of you a very happy holiday 
season and a wonderful New Year!   
 
 
   

BEACON HILL REPORT 
by Thomas Joyce, Esq. 
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The following individual has earned the prestigious 
Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) designation 
from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks 
(IIMC): 
 
Diane C. Lockwood, CMC - Town Clerk - Town 
of Millville, MA  
 
Katherine M. Chretien, CMC - Town Clerk - 
Town of New Marlborough, MA. 

 
The CMC designation program is designed to en-
hance the job performance of the Clerk in small and 
large municipalities. To earn the CMC designation, 
a Municipal Clerk must attend extensive education 
programs. The designation also requires pertinent 
experience in a municipality. The program prepares 
the participants to meet the challenges of the com-
plex role of the municipal clerks by providing them 
with quality education in partnership with 47 insti-
tutions of higher learning. The program has been in 
existence since 1970 and has helped thousands of 
clerks in various municipalities. 
 
Founded in 1947, IIMC is a professional associa-
tion with more than 10,000 members in the US, 
Canada and 15 other countries. IIMC’s primary 
goal is to actively promote the continuing education 
and professional development of municipal clerks 
through extensive education programs, certifica-
tion, recertification, publications, networking, an-
nual conferences and research. IIMC also engages 
in municipal research administration, enhances crit-
ical professional skill development and fosters a 
spirit of mutual assistance and good fellowship 
among municipal clerks around the globe. IIMC is 
governed by a 26-member Board of Directors. 
 
For more information please visit our website at 
www.iimc.com or contact us at hq@iimc.com or 
909-944-4162. 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Shalby 
Executive Director 
 
 
 

The following individual has earned the prestigious 
Master Municipal Clerk (MMC) designation 
from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks 
(IIMC): 
 
Laurence R. Pizer, MMC - Town Clerk - Town 
of Plymouth, MA. 
 
The MMC is one of the two professional designa-
tions granted by IIMC. To qualify for entrance into 
the Master Municipal Clerk Academy (MMCA), 
which prepares participants for achieving the MMC 
status, one must have earned the CMC designation. 
To earn the CMC designation, a Municipal Clerk 
must attend extensive education programs. The des-
ignation also requires pertinent experience in a mu-
nicipality. The program prepares the participants to 
meet the challenges of the complex role of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk by providing them with quality educa-
tion in partnership with 47 institutions of higher 
learning. 
 
The MMCA is an advanced continuing education 
program that prepares participants to perform more 
complex municipal duties. The program has an ex-
tensive and rigorous educational component, a pro-
fessional and social contributions component, and a 
commitment to lifelong learning. The Academy 
members must demonstrate that they have actively 
pursued educational and professional activities and 
have remained informed of current socio-political, 
cultural, and economic issues that affect local gov-
ernments and municipalities. 
 
 

CERTIFIED & MASTER MUNICIPAL CLERKS 

http://www.iimc.com
mailto:%20hq@iimc.com
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
MUNICIPAL LAW UNIT 

The Attorney General Office’s - Municipal Law Unit is pleased to announce a series of five (5) train-
ings to be conducted around the state in early 2018. 
 
In this free educational course, staff of the Municipal Law Unit will train local town officials on the 
procedure for submitting town by-laws to the Attorney General for review pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 
32, and the process for amending zoning by-laws pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5.       
 
We encourage Town Clerks and staff, Town Planners, Planning Board members and staff, and any 
other local officials who may be interested, to attend.   RSVP required (see below). 
 
DATES AND LOCATIONS: 
 
1. Thursday, January 11, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m in STOCKBRIDGE, MA 
  This training will take place at:    

Stockbridge Town Hall 
  50 Main Street 
  Stockbridge, MA 01262 

 
2. Tuesday, January 23, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m in ASHLAND, MA 
  This training will take place at:    

Ashland Town Hall 
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Room - 2nd Floor 

  101 Main Street 
  Ashland, MA 01721 

 
3. Tuesday, January 30, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in WAREHAM, MA. 
  This training will take place at:    

Wareham Free Library 
59 Marion Road 

   Wareham, MA 02571 
 
4. Wednesday, February 28, 2018 from 10:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. in BILLERICA, MA 
  This training will take place at:    

Billerica Town Hall 
  365 Boston Road 
  Billerica, MA 01821 

 
5. Wednesday, March 7, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in DEERFIELD, MA 
  This training will take place at:    

Deerfield Town Offices 
  8 Conway Street 
  South Deerfield, MA 01373  

 
RSVP:  
Please RSVP with your preferred location by email to Margaret Hurley, Director of the Municipal 
Law Unit, at: margaret.hurley@state.ma.us  

mailto:margaret.hurley@state.ma.us
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OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN & POLITICAL FINANCE 

Year-end campaign finance report reminder from OCPF 
We get a lot of questions about the year-end campaign finance report during the holiday season, so we 
hope you find the following information helpful.  
 
The year-end report is due Jan. 22, 2018 (Jan. 20, the statutory due date, falls on a Saturday).  
The beginning date of the year-end report is the day after the ending date on the last report until Dec. 
31.  
 
For example, if a candidate filed a post-election report 30 days after the 2017 spring election, and the 
ending date on the report was May 17, the year-end report period would be from May 18 until Dec. 31. 
If a candidate was not on the ballot this year, the report period covers the entire year. 
 
Who files the year-end report? Every candidate and committee files the year-end report. 
 
This includes all office-holders (incumbents) whether they were on the ballot this year or not, as well as 
non-incumbents with a balance, financial activity or liabilities. 
 
Candidates and committees can use the M102 form to file the year-end report. 
 
Please send a notice to your filers in early January with the due date and reporting periods (it can be 
sent by mail or e-mail). 
 

Call us at 617-979-8300 with questions.  

UPCOMING 

MTCA  

CONFERENCES 
 

MTCA WINTER CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 7-9, 2018 

DEVENS COMMON CENTER 

DEVENS, MA 

 

MTCA SUMMER CONFERENCE 

JUNE 13-15, 2018 

RADISSON HOTEL 

PLYMOUTH, MA 

 

NEMCI 

JULY 14-18, 2018 

PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY 

PLYMOUTH, NH 

 

NEACTC CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 14-16, 2018 

HOTEL VIKING 

NEWPORT, RI 

http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/forms/M102_edit.pdf
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KING INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
3 Edgewater Drive   Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 762-6477 
www.kinginfosystems.com 

kinginfosystems@verizon.net     
 

We are a 43 year old Records Management 
company specializing in organizing archival 
records for cities and towns.  For a FREE 
informational package with references and 
testimonial letters, call or e-mail us.  Ask for 
Linda or Carol. 
 

mailto:kinginfosystems@verizon.net
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The Public Recorder 
 
The Public Recorder is published monthly August 
to June by the Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Asso-
ciation for its membership. 
 
Closing date for copy submission is the FIRST 
DAY of each month.  All news, notes, clippings, 
meeting notices, and address corrections should be 
sent to Editor Nancy E. Burnham, 584 Main Street, 
Athol MA 01331 
 
Phone:  978-249-4551 
Email:  townclerk@townofathol.org 
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