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From the President, Nancy M. Blackmer

lans are underway for our Winter

Conference — the Education Com-
mittee has some great classes lined up.
The E-Board has also decided to
change the format of our Conference.
Instead of the update by State Officials
on Friday morning, this will be on
Thursday at lunch. On Friday morning,
we will have another class. After the
Winter Conference we will evaluate
how this went, so please let us know
your thoughts about this format.

If you want to attend the Winter Con-
ference but your Town will not cover
the cost, watch for the scholarship in-
formation. Scholarships are available
to all members of the MTCA and cover
the cost of the hotel, meals, and regis-
tration.  Scholarship applications of
questions should be directed to our 2™
Vice President, Andy Dowd.

I was able to attend the recent New
England Conference. The New Hamp-
shire Clerks did a great job. The
classes were interesting and the loca-
tion was nice as well. On Wednesday
evening, we enjoyed a tour of the Red
Hook Brewery followed by entertain-
ment by comedian Juston McKinney.
Next year the conference will be in
Woodstock, Vermont. In 2016, Massa-
chusetts will host the New England
Conference. The committee is busy

raising money for this so please support
them by bringing a basket for the raffle
and by purchasing tickets at our confer-
ences. The Conference Committee is
hard at work planning this conference,
if you would like to help, contact Bob
Cutler to find out where you can help.

For Clerks interested in attending
NEMCI&A, the dates will be July 11-
17, 2015. Mark your calendar and
watch for the information. If you have
never attended, it is a great experience.
Scholarships are available if your Town
can not financially support you attend-
ing. Many of our County Associations
provide the funds to support these
scholarships. A big thank you to them
for their support.

I want to take this time to wish you,
your staff, and your families a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
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BEACON HILL REPORT
by Thomas Joyce, Esq.

November and early December have proven to be the
period for preparing transitions, not exclusively in the
Governor’s office but also in the Senate President’s
office as well. Soon to be elected Senate President,
Stan Rosenberg has been busy filling critical staff po-
sitions as President Murray winds down her tenure as
leader of that legislative branch. Meanwhile two
closely watched state representative recounts have
determined the defeat of Representative Rhonda Ny-
man (D) Hanover on the south shore while also con-
firming the election James Kelcourse (R) Amesbury
up on the north shore.

The planning for Governor Elect Charles Baker inau-
guration has been in high gear. Governor Patrick has
decided to take his long walk down the State House
front steps on the evening of January 7™ to make way
for incoming Governor Baker to celebrate his swear-
ing in unfettered with all the attendant pomp and cir-
cumstance on January 8".

To be certain, Governor Elect Baker has already hit
the ground running. Announcing names to half of his
cabinet posts and traveling across the Commonwealth
conducting a listening tour to better understand the
concerns and issues of all its citizens. Assisting him
will be his transition committee comprised of nearly
two hundred people that will ultimately make initial
recommendations on a whole host of subjects. His
goal is to make state government work as efficiently
and productively as possible. As a roll up your sleeves
and dive in kind of person, it could be foolhardy to bet
against him.

Not to be overlooked for a moment, Speaker Bob
DeLeo is working tirelessly to finish this legislative
session and get ready to announce his new Chairs and
committee members at the end of January. Presently
the most pressing issue is the fiscal 2015 budget pro-
jected shortfall, which could be as high as
$350,000,000. Governor Patrick has proposed his sug-
gested resolution, which includes cutting local aid to
towns and cities. Speaker DelLeo and his Ways &
Means Chairman Brian Dempsey have publicly re-
jected any local aid cuts and are working day and
night to cobble together an equitable resolution to put

the Commonwealth back on track fiscally before the
new Governor assumes office. To complicate matters
the bill will have to be acceptable to the entire mem-
bership of the House and Senate as one objection can
stop the passage of legislation during informal ses-
sions.

The MTCA legislative committee has been meeting
and has formulated a legislative agenda approved by
the Executive Board to be filed for consideration in
the upcoming 2015/2016 biennial session of the Gen-
eral Court. The agenda consists of six bills. You will
recall the vast majority of the agenda for last legisla-
tive session was enacted and became law.

Lastly, as I eagerly look forward to working with the
Association for the next two years, I wish to thank
you all for your confidence in me as your legislative
counsel. May you all have a wonderful holiday season
and healthy 2015!

MTCA CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP
WINTER CONFERENCE
DEVENS COMMON CENTER
FEBRUARY 4-6, 2015

In August 2008 the MTCA Executive Board voted
to create scholarship funding for the MTCA confer-
ences for municipal clerks who may have trouble
obtaining financing from their communities to at-
tend the MTCA conferences. This is completely
separate from the NEMCI &A scholarships!

The scholarship application and criteria is available
on the Mass. Town Clerks’  website
www.masstownclerks.org. . If you can meet the
criteria and hope to attend the Winter Confer-
ence in February , please fill out the application
and send it to the MTCA Scholarship Chair
Andy Dowd, 1* Vice President, 63 Main St.,
Northborough, MA 01532.
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MTCA CERTIFICATION EXAM (CMMC) IN JANUARY

The MTCA examination for Certified Massachusetts
Municipal Clerk (CMMC) designation will be offered
in January. Applications must be received by Admin-
istrator Barbara LaBombard by DECEMBER 15th
for the January exam, which will be mailed between
January 1* and January 7"

Applicants must have at least three years experience
as Town Clerk and must complete a minimum of six
required courses sponsored by the MTCA.

The Administrator will verify the courses through the
Education Committee. More information is available
in the certification program brochure.

Completed exams must be postmarked no later than
February 10th for the January exam. Applicants are
strongly urged to return the completed answer sheets
by certified mail, return receipt requested.

Applicants will be notified by mail of the results of

their exams by March 1*. A copy of the notification
must be submitted with the application for MTCA
certification. The notification of successful comple-
tion of the exam will be valid for one year and will
have an expiration date printed on it. If an applicant
is not certified within one year, the test must be re-
peated.

The passing score for the exam is 80. Applicants are
advised that they will need access to an updated copy
of the Massachusetts General Laws to complete the
exam successfully.

A non-refundable fee of $50.00, made payable to the
MTCA, must be submitted with the application. This
examination is offered twice yearly — during the
months of January and July. Application forms for
the examination are available at all MTCA confer-
ences and from the administrator, Barbara LaBom-
bard - (cityclerk@easthampton.org) or by calling 413
-529-1460.

SAVE
DATE

MTCA CONFERENCES

MTCA Winter Conference
FEBRUARY 4 - 6, 2015
DEVENS COMMON CENTER
31 ANDREWS PKWY, SHIRLEY MA
www.devenscommoncenter.com

MTCA SUMMER CONFERENCE
JUNE 10 - 12, 2015
SEA CREST BEACH HOTEL
350 QUAKER ROAD, FALMOUTH MA
www.seacrestbeachhotel.com

MTCA FALL CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 2, 2015
SHERATON SPRINGFIELD MONARCH PLACE HOTEL
ONE MONARCH PLACE, SPRINGFIELD, MA
www.sheratonspringfield.com



mailto:cityclerk@easthampton.org
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OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN & POLITICAL FINANCE

OCPF: Send year-end notices by e-mail
Due to the costs of printing and postage, we
strongly encourage local election officials to col-
lect e-mail addresses for candidates and commit-
tees for sending year-end filing information.

Our recommendation is to e-mail your candidates
and provide links to forms and guides from the
OCPF website.

Here’s a list of information you can send to can-
didates to assist them with their year-end filing

responsibilities:
CPF M102 Campaign Finance Report: click
here.
Sample Year-End Notification Letter: click
here.

Guide for Municipal Candidates: click here.
The guide will be revised for 2015, but
the link will remain the same.

Who will file the 2014 year-end report? All in-
cumbents and any non-incumbents with bal-
ances or liabilities must file a year-end report,
due by Jan. 20, 2015.

Please call our office with any questions at 617-
979-8300, or by e-mail at jason.tait@state.ma.us.
Happy holidays.

TOWN CLERK OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Massachusetts Town Clerks Association
(MTCA) is pleased to announce the establish-
ment of the “Town Clerk of the Year
Award.” This prestigious award will be pre-
sented to a Town Clerk who has been in the posi-
tion for three years or more, is active with the
Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Association, dem-
onstrates professionalism in the position, is in-
volved in the community, and/or has achieved a
significant accomplishment over the past year.

The MTCA Awards Committee is soliciting
nominations from Town Boards of Selectmen,
Town Council, Town Managers, or their fellow
clerks and the first Town Clerk of the Year
Award will be bestowed on the winner at the
Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association meet-
ing in June 2015.

If you feel that your town clerk exemplifies the
spirit and characteristics set forth by the prereq-
uisites of this award, please list his/her accom-
plishments on the Town Clerk of the Year appli-

cation found at the following website: mass-
townclerks.org. Please submit applications to
Deborah Dami, Chairman, MTCA Awards Com-
mittee, 16 Great Neck Road North, Mashpee,
MA 02649. If you have any questions, please
feel free to call Ms. Dami at 508-539-1400, ext.
8534.

Nominations are due no later than Tuesday,
March 31, 2015.

Deborah Dami, MMC, CMMC
Mashpee Town Clerk
508.539.1400, Ext. 8534

508-776-6349 (cell)



http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/forms/M102_edit.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/forms/M102_edit.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/guides/notification_2014_clerks.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/guides/notification_2014_clerks.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/guides/muni_candidate_2012.pdf
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id Adams, Bridg. 38 years Josephine R. Fusco, Salem Susan A. Mellor, Blockstone- 25 Years

“Character is the only secure foundation of the state”

-Calvin Coolidge

Special thanks to Jeremy P. Gillis,
Town Clerk of Easton,
for providing this information.
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Looking for the
Fastest, easiest and most secure way
to collect revenue online?

“UniPay
GEHLD) istheanswer.

Designed specifically for municipalities, UniPay Gold provides fast, secure
collections through an online, user friendly application with the added
benefit of a credit card option.

UniPay Gold offers easy reconciliation, real-time reporting capabilities
and an experienced, full service team devoted exclusively to munici
palities. Your constituents will enjoy the convenience of paying for
vital records - licenses - fees - permits - tickets - and more online.
Best of all, payments can be made anytime, anywhere!

To learn more about UniPay Gold and how it can improve your revenue collections, please contact Debbie Mateer

at 508.849.4255 or visit us online at unibankgov.com today. u °

The proven leader in Government Banking
39 Church Street - Whitinsville, MA 508.234.8112 - unibankgov.com ¢ Member FDIC/Member DIF
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HEGROUP & HEGROUP &

Proven Val ue ACMEBINDING RECORDSAVE

Through Best-in-Class Codification Services

(formerly A.M. Sulkin Co. and Harcourt Bindery Inc.)

Printers, Bookbinders

And your source for the care of

Government & Municipal Records

Manufacturers of Municipal Forms,
Minutes Books & Storage Binders

2
Records Preservation & Restoration
* Facility & Collection Surveys - Digitization
* Document Treatment * Cleaning
* Binder Fabrication - Mending
* Rebinding * Deacidification
* Restoration * Encapsulation

80 CAMBRIDGE ST.
CHARLESTOWN, MA 02129
(617)242-5959

Toll Free: 855.GEN.CODE Since 1821
www.generalcode.com
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M Exceptional Quality
M Exceptional Service

M Friendly Professionals
M S.O.M.W.B.A Certified
M Family Owned

¢ Town Meeting Warrants
¢ Street Directories

¢ Code of By-Laws

¢ Town & City Manuals

“* Applications & Forms

¢ Annual Reports

¢ Stationery

¢ Large Format Printing
¢ Graphic Design Services
¢ Electronic File Services

Gangi provides quick and terrific service. I highly recommend my
fellow government employees to give Gangi a try!
= Mary-Ellen Lannon Town Clerk of Winchester
Call 617-776-6071 or E-mail orders@gangiprinting.com
www.gangiprinting.com
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1-888-LHS-VOTE

L Hs 10 Manor Parkway Unit B
Salem, NH 03079

soc’a tES www.lhsassociates.com

New England’s Leader In Election Sales & Services Since 1972.

VOTING MACHINE SALES
ELECTION SUPPLY SALES

HELP DESK SUPPORT
ELECTION PLANNING

ELECTION SERVICES
MAILING SERVICES

BALLOT PRINTING
CENSUS PRINTING

STREET LISTS
VOTER NOTIFICATION CARDS

ELECTION REPORTING
ELECTION TRAINING

ONLINE SHOPPING
ONLINE TRAINING
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The Public Recorder

The Public Recorder is published monthly August
to June by the Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Asso-
ciation for its membership.

Closing date for copy submission is the FIRST
DAY of each month. All news, notes, clippings,
meeting notices, and address corrections should be
sent to Editor Nancy E. Burnham, 584 Main Street,
Athol MA 01331

Phone: 978-249-4551
Email: townclerk@townofathol.org
Website: www.masstownclerks.org




